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AT HOME WITH THE BUCKLEWS
By Virginia Vickers Braun 
Office of University Relations 
University of Montana
It's been more than a year since UM President Neil Bucklew, his wife,
Jo, and their three children left their home in Athens, Ohio, and moved to 
Missoula. It seems like they've been here longer, or maybe it's just that 
they've gotten to know the community so quickly.
"We like the size of the town," Jo said. "The people are so friendly."
Missoula is about twice the size of Athens, she said, and there's more 
shopping, more restaurants and more interesting things to do.
The children's adjustment was especially important to the Bucklews. The 
transition was made easy by the neighborhood they live in, she said. There 
are lots of children in the area and the house is conveniently located close 
to numerous activities. The neighbors are outgoing and tend to get together 
frequently.
"The children had something they were able to take part in right away,"
Jo said.
Elizabeth, 15, joined the Missoula Children's Theater and has already 
been in a half dozen plays. She recently had a solo singing part in the 
production of "Alice in Wonderland." A sophomore at Hellgate High School, 
she is a member of the Lindsay Singers and has traveled to Canada with the group.
(over)
the Bucklews--add one
Jennifer, 13, the outspoken member of the family, is a freshman at 
Hellgate. She likes sports, particularly horseback riding, basketball and 
softball. This summer she attended a riding camp and the Grizzly basketball 
camp, and played Little League softball. She also plays the drums and is 
planning to take up the cymbals so she can be in the Hellgate marching band.
Jennifer admits she misses her friends back in Athens but she likes being 
in the mountains. "I wish I could move the mountains back to Ohio," she said.
Jeff is 12 and in the seventh grade at Roosevelt. Last year he joined 
the Boy Scouts and this summer he and his father have gone camping together. 
Jeff also enjoys sports and is an avid downhill skier, an enthusiasm he shares 
with his sisters and Dad. Last winter the Bucklews visited a number of ski 
areas around the state. Jo, who suffers from an old knee injury, prefers 
cross-country skiing and skis regularly with a local women's group.
The Bucklew children seem particularly poised with adults. They are 
well behaved but also speak their minds. As the president's children, they 
have had a unique opportunity to meet many important people.
"When we have events at the house, most are fairly casual," Neil said. 
"The kids usually sneak in. In fact we encourage them to. We want them to 
meet people."
Doing things together as a family is important to the Bucklews. As 
president of the University he has constant demands on his time.
"You pay some prices but you compensate in other ways," he said. "We 
watch for ways to do things together because our life keeps us pretty busy." 
Sundays, for instance, are reserved for the family whenever possible. And 
the Bucklews involve themselves in their children's activities. They go to 





"Sometimes you wish you had a different schedule but it's rare we look 
back on an event that we didn't enjoy," Neil said.
Missoulians are easygoing and less formal than.many people elsewhere, 
the president commented. He doesn't think his role as University president 
intimidates people once they get to know him.
Like many Missoulians, the Bucklews enjoy jogging. "We see the sun come 
up in the mornings," Neil said.
They've also enjoyed the cultural opportunities the University affords.
"We have a good symphony and a good ASUM series," he said. He and Jo enjoy 
collecting art and have become enthusiastic about Western art. They bought 
a couple of prints at the Charlie Russell art auction in Great Falls last 
year and are looking forward to going back this year.
In her role as wife of the president, Jo also has numerous demands on 
her time. She frequently is called on to open their house to parties and 
receptions. The University Food Service, which caters many of the events, 
is a big help, she said. They not only prepare and serve the food but also 
do an excellent job of cleaning up. The physical plant, too, has been helpful 
in maintaining the house and yard.
"I enjoy meeting people and talking with them," Jo said. Together the 
Bucklews enjoy getting to know visiting faculty and speakers on a more personal 
level.
"We spent a delightful evening with Lester Thurow and Gordon Craig, 
visiting lecturers," Neil said. He said he also enjoys entertaining people 
in their home.
"Plus it's fun to have receptions when you have a winning football team," 
he added with a grin.
###
